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Thank you for considering writing a post for the Islands Revival blog. The following points are intended to guide you through the process.
What is the purpose of the Islands Revival blog?
The primary aim is to collect and share examples of “green shoots” of demographic recovery from communities across the Scottish islands, and the actions and policies that are contributing to this. These examples will help inform local communities and organisations, as well as policy-makers from the local to the national level, about potential actions they could take. The blog will also gather policy-makers’ own perspectives on island repopulation, and international examples of similar trends on other islands in Europe and beyond.
Who is the audience?
· Policy-makers from the Scottish Government
· Island local authorities
· Island communities and community organisations
· Researchers with an interest in the Scottish islands and demographic change
· International experts
What can we write about?
Contributions should focus on “green shoots” of population turnaround, and what is nurturing them. In compiling your post, you might find it helpful to think about the following questions:
· What is the context? (Which island is the example from? What have been the recent trends?)
· What is the green shoot? (What positive change have you noticed that is having a positive impact on the population of the island, or within your particular island community?)
· What evidence do you have? (For example, is your observation based on more jobs being created, returning families, more births, increases in the school roll, more housing being available, the impact of a community land buy-out or is it about some positive policy or initiative that is or can have a positive impact?)
· What do you think are the main reasons that the population change has or is occurring?
· What can other island communities and policy-makers learn from your example?
What are the ingredients?
· A short title (make it catchy if you can).
· Around 400 words is a good rule of thumb for the main body of the post.
· Write in your own style (don’t worry about using formal or academic language).
· Provide at least one picture and make sure you are allowed to use the image.
· Add links to any related websites (e.g. for your island community). 
Next steps
· Please submit your contribution to: ruth.wilson@hutton.ac.uk
·  We will let you know if we need any changes to be made, but note that we don’t plan to heavily edit the submissions.
· We will pace the publication of entries throughout the summer, so your contribution may not appear immediately; we will inform you of the planned publication date.
· The blog will inform the Islands Revival Workshop (details to be announced), which will bring together island stakeholders to discuss ways forward for island regeneration.
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